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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 USNATO 03372 040607Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 NSAE-00 SSO-OO ICAE-00 
INRE-00 PM-05 INR-10 L-03 ACDA-12 PA-01 SS-15 
SP-02 TRSE-00 /061 W 

096180 040619Z/65 

O 031606Z APR 78 

FM USMISSION USNATO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0446 

SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

INFO AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 

USLOSACLANT NORFOLK VA 

CINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

USNMR SHAPE BE 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 

USDELMC BRUSSELS BE 

CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 03372 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NATO, MPOL 

SUBJECT: NATO LONG-TERM DEFENSE PROGRAM: PROPOSED VISIT 
OF AMBASSADOR KOMER TO BONN APRIL 12-13 

REFS: (A) STATE 084653 DTG 01 1845Z APR 78, (B) USNATO 
03188 DTG 281758Z MAR 78 

1 . WE BELIEVE APRIL 12-13 PROPOSED DISCUSSIONS BY AMBAS- 
SADOR KOMER IN BONN (REF A) WOULD PROBABLY FALL TOO LATE 
FOR ANY SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON FORMAL FRG POSITIONS AT 
EXECUTIVE WORKING GROUP (EWG) MEETING TENTATIVELY SET FOR 
APRIL 13. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF IMPORTANCE OF FRG TO THE 
LONG-TERM DEFENSE PROGRAM (LTDP), SUCH DISCUSSIONS COULD 
SERVE THE USEFUL PURPOSES OF (A) INFLUENCING THE TONE AND 
TEMPER OF FRG EXPRESSIONS OF VIEW AT THE APRIL 13 EWG. AND 
(B) INFLUENCING THE REFINEMENT OF FRG POSITIONS IN THE WAKE 
OF THE APRIL 13 EWG. 
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2. WE THEREFORE FAVOR THE PROPOSED DISCUSSIONS. IF THEY 
EVENTUATE, WE RECOMMEND BEARING IN MIND (REF B) THE FRG 
DEFENSE ADVISOR'S VIEW THAT PRESSURING NATIONS, INCLUDING 
THE FRG, TOO HARD DURING THE WEEKS AHEAD COULD RISK PRO- 
VOKING COUNTERPRODUCTIVE REACTIONS. 
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3. IF BONN MEETING IS AGREED, MISSION DEFENSE ADVISOR 
LEGERE COULD JOIN AMBASSADOR KOMER IN BONN ON MORNING OF 
APRIL 12. HE WOULD HAVE TO LEAVE ON THE EVENING OF THAT 
DAY SO AS TO BE IN BRUSSELS FOR THE FULL DAY OF APRIL 13, 

THE DAY OF THE EWG MEETING. BENNETT 

NOTE BY OC/T: MESSAGE DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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